
Top 10 Ways to Have a Green Holiday Season
1.  BYOB (Bring your own Bag) - Bringing your own bag to the Grocery Store can make a huge impact, plus the handles aren’t as 
likely to break with the heavier items!
2.  Use rechargeable batteries for kid’s toys - Replace those alkaline batteries with rechargeable ones.  Buy two sets so the fun 
doesn’t end while the batteries are charging.
3.  Use LED lights - LED lights use 80% less energy than traditional incandescent lights, can last up to 10 times longer, and are 
ENERGY STAR qualified. They are also more durable and shock resistant than other lights because they do not have moving parts,  
filaments or glass. 
4.  Recycle Christmas Cards - Give those holiday sentiments a year-round life, drop the cards and the envelopes in your recycling bin.
5. Use alternative wrapping - Four million tons of wrapping paper are tossed out each year during the holidays. Yes, shiny packages 
wrapped with lovely, colorful ribbons are nice, but there’s a reason that Julie Andrews sings about how “brown paper packages tied up 
with string” is one of her favorite things.  Use reuseable ribbon with craft paper or packing paper or purchase recyclable wrapping paper.
6.  Buy local - Buy locally grown food for your meals and baked goods.  Buying local means you’re supporting local farmers and that 
your produce, meat, and other items didn’t have to travel across the country to the store shelf.
7. Use real plates, not paper or plastic - It’s tempting to use paper and plastic plates and utensils during the holidays. No one likes 
to spend time cleaning up! If your goal is to have a greener season, however, then there’s no time like the holidays to pull out your nice 
dishes and silverware and show them off. Besides, using your dishwasher to clean dishes is easier on the environment than washing by 
hand, since dishwashers use less water to clean.
8.  Recycle gift packaging - Most of the plastic packaging is not accepted at our recycling centers, however, the cardbaord is.  While 
opening gifts, have two bags, one for the trash and one for your recyclable items.
9.  Use Natural Decorations - leaves, birdseed, twigs, logs, and branches can all be used in lots of ways this holiday season. Use 
them to make natural tree ornaments, beautiful centerpieces, adornments to wrapped gifts, decorate wreaths… the possibilities are end-
less!
10.  Recycle your live Christmas Tree - KCCB will hold their annual Bring One for the Chipper on January 4th at the Evans Home  
Depot from 9am-2pm.
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News you can reuse.

Recycling Center  
Holiday Closings 

 
Christmas Eve

Tuesday, December 24th 
 

Christmas Day 
Wednesday, December 25th 

 
New Years Day 

Wednesday, January 1st



The Recycling Center  
and KCCB Staff  

wish you and yours a very  
Merry Christmas and  

Happy New Year!

 Government Center Recycling Area to Close 
 

After careful consideration, the Board of Commissioners 
have approved closure of the recycling drop off location 
behind the Government Center in Evans.  The final day of 
operation at this site will be Thursday, December 12, 2013.  
We fully understand the inconvenience this will cause some 
of our customers, but please know this decision was not 
made lightly.  We hope you will make the short drive to our 
full service Riverside Park facility at 3 Dolphin Way where 
our friendly staff will be happy to assist you with your recy-
cling needs.  For our hours of operation and a list of items 
accepted at our Recycling Facilities, please visit the Colum-
bia County website, www.columbiacountyga.gov or call  
706-868-3352.  



Do you have a “green” bragging right, an article idea, or have a question about our newsletter?   
Email us at: kccb@columbiacountyga.gov

Bragging Rights!
River Ridge Elementary School has been selected as the November Atlanta Falcons Rise Up &  

Recycle Winners! Congratulations to River Ridge & teacher Courtney Owen.  River Ridge has won a 
$500 grant, and will also receive a commemorative gift along with the other monthly winners.  Their 

submission can be viewed here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4DJMf66XxE

Congratulations to River Ridge Elementary on your award and thank you for all of  
your recycling efforts!

Thank you to our 2013 Event sponsors!

2014 sponsorships are available, call 706-312-7195 for details.



Kid’s Zone
PLANETPALS                   Crossword Puzzle

I’m one of the

Hi my name is 
Earthman

We Love Earth! 
Earthman has some tricky questions for you!  
See if you can get them all. 
The solution is below.

© jag www.planetpals.com all rights reserved

1.  When recycled items are disposed of in a landfill, they:
 A. turn to compost.
 B. get recycled.
 C. sit there forever as a wasted resource.
 d. break down very quickly.

2.  Old computer monitors should be:
 a. thrown in the trash.
 b. recycled.
 c.thrown on the roadside.
 d. put in the compost pile. 
 

3.  How many times can an aluminum can be recycled?
 a. one
 b. five
 c. a thousand
 d. infinitely

4.  Plastic bottles can be recycled into
 a. toys.
 b. clothes.
 c. carpet.
 d. all the above.

Test Your Recycling Knowledge!

1. b, 2. c, 3. d, 4. d


