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If your resolution is to save $, start with an Energy 
Audit. 

Heating and cooling the house, running appliances, leav-
ing lights on.... These are 

all things that can raise your 
energy bill.  We have compiled 
some tools, ideas and  
resources to help manage  
your energy habits and could 
possibly even save you money!

Energy Audits

Georgia Power offers free In Home Energy Audits and free 
Online Energy Checkups to its customers.  The In Home En-
ergy Audit takes approximately 45 minutes and the Online 
Checkup takes approximately 15 minutes.  The amount of 
energy used in your household may surprise you!  

Click http://residential.georgiapower.com/products-pro-
grams/energy-audit/ to learn more.
 
Home Energy Saver is another website resource created 
by the US Department of Energy that offers free DIY Home 
Energy Audits.  This site is valuable for existing homes or 
designing a new home.  Visit http://hes.lbl.gov/consumer/ to 
get started.

Install a programmable thermostat to lower utility bills and manage 
your heating and cooling systems efficiently.

Air dry dishes instead of using your dishwasher’s drying cycle.

Turn things off when you are not in the room such as lights, TVs, 
entertainment systems, and your computer and monitor.

Plug home electronics, such as TVs and DVD players, into power 
strips; turn the power strips off when the equipment is not in use—
TVs and DVDs in standby mode still use several watts of power.

Lower the thermostat on your water heater to 120°F.

Take short showers instead of baths and use low-flow shower 
heads for additional energy savings.

Wash only full loads of dishes and clothes.

Air dry clothes.

Check to see that windows and doors are closed when heating or 
cooling your home.

Look for the ENERGY STAR® label on light bulbs, home applianc-
es, electronics, and other products. ENERGY STAR products meet 
strict efficiency guidelines set by the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy.

Visit energysavers.gov for more energy-saving ideas.

Source: www.energy.gov

DIY Money Saving Tips

Happy 2014 to our readers!   
A new year, new resolutions.  Did you make any 
this year?  Resolving to be more green is a great 
and easy resolution to make because unlike a lot 

of  others, this one is pretty easy to stick to!

Do you have a “green” bragging right, a recycled project,  
an article idea, or have a question about our newsletter?   

Email us at: kccb@columbiacountyga.gov

Hours of Operation 
Tuesday - Friday 8:30am-5:30pm 

Saturday - 7:00am-4:00pm 

(706) 868-3352 

Recycling Center Locations 



Augusta Locally Grown has the following educational programs planned for early 2014.  

* Greenhouse Workshops in Appling - this monthly workshop will focus on growing heirloom tomatoes, 
peppers, eggplants and herbs using a very low carbon footprint model designed and researched by a 
Columbia County resident. 

* The BenderDigger in Evans - this is a weekly youth gardening program, which started with a commu-
nity garden in the River Island community and plans to expand.  Proceeds from the BenderDinker kayak-
ing event in April help support this project.

* Culinary Arts for Youth at Fort Gordon - this is a weekly series of classes focused on seasonal, local 
foods. Active duty families may enroll through the SKIES program.

*  The “Grow Your Own” Fair - ALG will host its 4th annual “Grow Your Own Fair” in Columbia County in 
late March.

Call (706) 288-7895 for information and registration details.

 

 
Our featured organiza-
tion is Augusta Locally 
Grown (ALG).   ALG is a 
nonprofit organization that 
organizes several farm-
ers markets as well as a 
wide variety of educational 
programs throughout the 
Augusta area.  ALG is 
probably best known for 
its on-line market, which 
is year-round, with pick-up 
locations in Columbia and 
Richmond Counties.  They 
also oversee the Evans 
Towne Farmers Market 
from March-October, and 
help coordinate the Veg-
gie Truck Farmers Market 
in Harrisburg, also from 
March-October.

Check out their website 
www.augustalocallygrown.
org.

 

Community Spotlight
I’ll be the first to admit I knew very little when it came to purchasing organic foods.  That 
changed when KCCB became acquainted with Kim Hines, founder of ALG, at the Green and 
Gourmet Expo.  She along with several local farmers opened my eyes to a whole new world 
when it comes to buying local and buying organic. 
 
The Hines family moved to Evans, GA, in 2005. Prior to coming here, they had the good for-
tune of living in some pretty remarkable places with vibrant local food communities.  Without 
many options in this area, Kim’s mission became to recreate a bit of that vibrancy in Colum-
bia County and throughout the CSRA.  She has worked in the nonprofit sector for more than 
25 years, and brings to it an academic background in social ethics and philanthropy. Match-
ing that administrative experience up with good food just seemed like a natural fit for her. 

She strongly believes in buying food grown in the cleanest, most sustainable ways possible, 
so you might call her an environmentalist first.  Kim also believe in bolstering the local econo-
my. But her main passion is education. Creating opportunities for folks to learn to “grow their 
own”; for her, that’s where the real transformation happens.

According to their website, the benefits of buying from any of these markets is several fold:
OUR ECONOMY - Eating local food supports the local economy. 90% of all sales made 
through their markets goes right back to the local farmers.
OUR ENVIRONMENT - Sustainable farming nurtures the soil, protects water and ensures 
that farm animals have sunshine, fresh air and natural forage. 
OUR HEALTH - Nutrition starts with an appreciation for seasonality, locality, variety and flavor.
Whole foods bring us in contact with leaves, stem and roots; we cook with equal parts
economy and awe.
OUR COMMUNITY - Good food brings people together. ALG organizes dozens of community 
events, farm dinners, tours, farm volunteer days, and educational programs each year.
OUR HERITAGE - Growing, harvesting, hunting, fishing, preserving, cooking, enjoying each 
other’s company at meal time -- all are self-reliant traditions that are foundational to the heri-
tage of the CSRA. 
 
If your New Years resolution is the eat healthier and buy local, check out ALG or any of the 
local area CSA programs today!



If your resolution is to get outside more, look no further than Reed Creek Park!

Tucked away on one of Columbia County’s busiest roads is Reed Creek Park and Interpretive Center.  Located behind 
Zaxbys on Furys Ferry Road, Reed Creek Park offers a raised boardwalk around the wetlands as well as foot paths that 

will take you to various areas of Reed Creek.  Whether you’re a bird watcher or just enjoy observing nature, this is the place 
to be!  

Upcoming Events

The World of Owls
Join us in learning about owls that live in Georgia, their adaptations, and their natural history. 
Then we’ll dissect owl pellets, regurgitated bones that cannot be digested by the owls, to find 
out what they have been eating. Ages 5 and up. Members: free; non-members: $2/child. Pre-
registration required by calling 706-210-4027 or email ehobbs@columbiacountyga.gov  
Friday January 17th, 7:30-8:30pm.

Full Moon Meander
See nature by the light of the moon with a walk through our wetlands after the sun has set. Ages 
5 and up. Members: free; non-members: $2/child. Pre-registration required by calling 706-210-
4027 or email ehobbs@columbiacountyga.gov Friday January 24th, 7:30-8:30 pm.

New roads available for “adoption”
Believe it or not, spring is just 

a few months away and we are 
updating our Adopt A Mile Road 

Inventory!  These and many other 
County roads have sections avail-
able for our Adopt A Mile program.  

If you are interested in one of 
these or a road that is not listed, 
call (706) 312-7195.  Information 

about our Adopt A Mile program is 
available on the  

Columbia County website at: 
www.columbiacountyga.gov

Cox Road 
Dozier Road

Evans to Locks Road
Gibbs Road

Halali Farm Road 
Hardy McManus Road

Harlem Grovetown Road
Hereford Farm Road

Louisville Road
N. Belair Road 

Old Louisville Road
Owens Road 

Shucraft Road 

Tubman Road 
Whiteoak Road

William Few Parkway 
Wrightsboro Road

Our Face Book friends Bobbie 
L. and Tonya D. recycled toilet 
paper rolls into wrapping paper 
holders like these!

Photo courtesy of Pinterest  
(www.pinterest.com)

Pretty Crafty!
Our friend Catherine made us several 
awesome Christmas decorations for the 
Recycling Centers including this beautiful 
poinsettia made entirely of #2 plastics  
and PETE the Rednose Reindeer made from 

a piece of palm tree  
bark.  Catherine and her 
mom Barbara are also 
the artists who made 
our milk jug Halloween 
skeleton, Mr. Milkbones.



Kid’s Zone
Indoor Scavenger Hunt

Plastic Bottle Something Green Metal Can Spoon

 
Something 

SOFT
Chair Plate Light bulb

Piece of paper A Toy Aluminum Can Square

Something 

small
Cereal or any  
cardboard Box 

Recycling Symbol Glass Bottle

Can you find these household items?  


