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The Growth Management PlanThe Growth Management Plan

Steering CommitteeSteering Committee
First MeetingFirst Meeting

December 13, 2004December 13, 2004
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AgendaAgenda

Introduction of CommitteeIntroduction of Committee
Committee StructureCommittee Structure
Mr. Jeff DorfmanMr. Jeff Dorfman
Meeting Time and DayMeeting Time and Day
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Committee CompositionCommittee Composition
Planning Commission (2) Planning Commission (2) –– Tom Sprague, Ron Thigpen                        Tom Sprague, Ron Thigpen                        
Environmental/alternative transportation Environmental/alternative transportation –– Mike Rorick  Mike Rorick  
Engineer/planner Engineer/planner –– Ed DickersonEd Dickerson
City of Harlem City of Harlem –– Bobby Culpepper                                           Bobby Culpepper                                           
City of Grovetown City of Grovetown –– Don Thornhill                                     Don Thornhill                                     
Financing/development law Financing/development law –– Pam TankersleyPam Tankersley
Home builder Home builder –– Jake Ivey                                           Jake Ivey                                           
Institutional representative Institutional representative –– Pat GoodwinPat Goodwin
Commercial builder/developer Commercial builder/developer –– Mark Senn    Mark Senn    
Retirement community Retirement community ––
Board of Education Board of Education –– Regina Buccafusco or Tommy PriceRegina Buccafusco or Tommy Price
Development Authority Development Authority –– Zack DaffinZack Daffin
Chamber of Commerce Chamber of Commerce –– Gordon RenshawGordon Renshaw
ManufacturerManufacturer’’s Council s Council –– Dale Bremeyer or Dennis ZieglerDale Bremeyer or Dennis Ziegler



44

Committee CompositionCommittee Composition
15 appointments by Board of Commissioners (3 each)15 appointments by Board of Commissioners (3 each)

Ron CrossRon Cross
–– Jean GarniewiczJean Garniewicz
–– Oliver OwensOliver Owens
–– Joe TankersleyJoe Tankersley

Diane FordDiane Ford
–– Ye Sun WiltseYe Sun Wiltse
–– Julie BatchelorJulie Batchelor
–– Greg KernaghanGreg Kernaghan

Lee AndersonLee Anderson
–– Mike PopplewellMike Popplewell
–– Steve MorrisSteve Morris
–– Sandra Lewis

Steve BrownSteve Brown
–– Jeri WhitworthJeri Whitworth
–– Bob NewkirkBob Newkirk
–– Louanne GroveLouanne Grove

Tom MercerTom Mercer
–– Denise ViningDenise Vining
–– Gary BestGary Best
–– Charles SharpeCharles Sharpe

Sandra Lewis
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Growth Management Growth Management 
Plan History:Plan History:
–– First under 1989 First under 1989 

Planning Act adopted in Planning Act adopted in 
19911991

–– Major revision in 1995, Major revision in 1995, 
introducing Commercial introducing Commercial 
Centers conceptCenters concept

Current Plan (2000)Current Plan (2000)
–– Adopted in 2001Adopted in 2001
–– Introduces the Town Introduces the Town 

Center conceptCenter concept
–– Focused Growth areasFocused Growth areas
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Minimum Standards:Minimum Standards:
County Planning LevelsCounty Planning Levels

Advanced:
Pop. 50,000+, or 
Avg. annual  
growth of 1.5% +

Columbia Co.:
Pop. – 100,000 
people
Avg. annual 
growth of 3%
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Minimum Standards :Minimum Standards :
Required Areas Required Areas –– Planning ElementsPlanning Elements

1.1. PopulationPopulation
2.2. HousingHousing
3.3. Economic DevelopmentEconomic Development
4.4. Natural and Cultural Natural and Cultural 

ResourcesResources
5.5. Transportation Transportation 
6.6. Community FacilitiesCommunity Facilities
7.7. Land UseLand Use
8.8. Intergovernmental Intergovernmental 

CoordinationCoordination

Each element must Each element must 
address the following:address the following:
–– Inventory and Inventory and 

assessmentassessment
–– Statement of needs and Statement of needs and 

goalsgoals
–– Implementation strategyImplementation strategy
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Timeline for Plan FormulationTimeline for Plan Formulation
First public hearing announcing the intention to update the GMP First public hearing announcing the intention to update the GMP in in 
January 2005.January 2005.
Complete Assessment by April 2005Complete Assessment by April 2005
Revise Goals Objectives, and Vision by June 2005Revise Goals Objectives, and Vision by June 2005
Perform second round of public meetings to present findings, goaPerform second round of public meetings to present findings, goals, ls, 
and vision in July 2005and vision in July 2005
Prepare final draft and compile Implementation Strategy by Prepare final draft and compile Implementation Strategy by 
September 2005September 2005
Complete Intergovernmental Coordination and final draft plan in Complete Intergovernmental Coordination and final draft plan in 
October 2005October 2005
Transmit Draft to the RDC for review of draft plan November 2005Transmit Draft to the RDC for review of draft plan November 2005
Revise draft during required review periodRevise draft during required review period
Final adoption by Board of Commissioners February 2006Final adoption by Board of Commissioners February 2006
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Jeff DorfmanJeff Dorfman
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Population Inventory and Population Inventory and 
AssessmentAssessment

Describes our current and historic Describes our current and historic 
populationpopulation
Used to forecast future population totalsUsed to forecast future population totals
Used to observe trends that may affect Used to observe trends that may affect 
other areas of the planother areas of the plan
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Population AssessmentPopulation Assessment
Total Population and HouseholdsTotal Population and Households
–– Households proxy for new housing needsHouseholds proxy for new housing needs

Age and SexAge and Sex
–– Age trends useful for economic development and for Age trends useful for economic development and for 

needs for the elderlyneeds for the elderly
EthnicityEthnicity
–– Useful for Cultural Resources and identifying needsUseful for Cultural Resources and identifying needs

Educational AttainmentEducational Attainment
–– Attainment/Training useful for Economic DevelopmentAttainment/Training useful for Economic Development

Income and EmploymentIncome and Employment
–– Useful for Economic Development and TransportationUseful for Economic Development and Transportation
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Population: FindingsPopulation: Findings
Population Total of 156,381 Population Total of 156,381 
by Year 2030. Population of by Year 2030. Population of 
102,336 by 2005.102,336 by 2005.
Continued drop in the 18 to Continued drop in the 18 to 
34 age group relative to the 34 age group relative to the 
rest of the state.rest of the state.
Population over 65 will Population over 65 will 
continue to increase as continue to increase as 
those aged 45those aged 45--54 reach 54 reach 
retirement and choose to retirement and choose to 
remain here.remain here.
Educational levels and Educational levels and 
incomes will remain high incomes will remain high 
relative to the rest of the relative to the rest of the 
state.state.
Employment will increase Employment will increase 
dramatically as county dramatically as county 
becomes a regional becomes a regional ““job job 
centercenter””.

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

Population 22,474      29,658      40,474      51,894      66,031      81,491      89,288      102,336    112,386    123,808    134,459    145,530    156,381    
Households 6,008       8,738       12,936      17,389      21,974      27,884      31,120      36,161      40,282      44,696      48,894      52,920      56,866      
Employment 4,016       5,863       8,676       12,886      18,814      24,607      32,444      41,214      51,134      62,204      74,424      83,212      92,000      

Columbia County--Past and Future
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The MechanicsThe Mechanics

Both the growth management plan and the Both the growth management plan and the 
zoning ordinance, and any amendments to zoning ordinance, and any amendments to 
them, must be approved by the Board of them, must be approved by the Board of 
Commissioners (BOC)Commissioners (BOC)
Law requires the BOC to submit the growth Law requires the BOC to submit the growth 
management plan and the zoning ordinance, management plan and the zoning ordinance, 
and any amendments to them, to the and any amendments to them, to the 
Planning Commission before BOC actionPlanning Commission before BOC action
BOC is not required to follow the Planning BOC is not required to follow the Planning 
CommissionCommission’’s recommendation, but does s recommendation, but does 
have to seek their advicehave to seek their advice
Public hearing(s) requiredPublic hearing(s) required
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Next MeetingNext Meeting

Public Hearing in JanuaryPublic Hearing in January
4 Required Elements4 Required Elements
–– Purpose of the PlanPurpose of the Plan
–– ProcessProcess
–– ScheduleSchedule
–– Public Participation ProgramPublic Participation Program
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Preferred Meeting TimePreferred Meeting Time

Approximately once per monthApproximately once per month
Preferred time of dayPreferred time of day
Preferred day of weekPreferred day of week
Preferred locationPreferred location
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THANK YOUTHANK YOU

for your attendancefor your attendance
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