Life’s A Garden….Dig It!
Everybody loves a beautiful garden; however, not many people are aware that landscaping and gardening can contribute to pollution of our streams and creeks.  Excessive use of fertilizers/chemicals, illegal dumping of grass clippings and yard wastes into the storm drain, and excess impervious surface lead to pollution of our creeks, streams, and rivers.  How can you help?  Follow these simple rules and spread the news!

( When landscaping your yard, choose plants that have low requirements for water, fertilizers, and pesticides.

· Cultivate plants that discourage pests

· Preserve existing trees, and plant trees and shrubs to prevent sediment erosion and to facilitate infiltration of water into the soil.
· Use grass swales and porous walkways to decrease the amount of stormwater run-off.   


· Compost your yard trimmings
· If using a professional lawn care service, make sure the employees are adequately trained to prevent pollution from fertilizers and pesticides.
· Keep grass clippings, leaves and other yard waste out of the storm drain.  Not only do yard wastes degrade the water quality of downstream water bodies, but they also clog out drainage system which may lead to flooding.
· Report any illegal dumping of wastes to the Stormwater Utility Department at (706) 855-RAIN (7246).
