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 Best Management Practices, also known as BMPs, carefully planned and implemented, can reduce soil loss from construction sites by 90 to 96 percent.  The cost of implementing proper BMPs is one-half of the cost it takes to clean up sediment after erosion occurs.  Effective BMPs that are established and maintained will assist in compliance with Columbia County’s ordinances and save YOU money.  The following BMPs can be used to prevent soil loss from your site:

Stormwater run-off can be channeled away from soil disturbed areas by using diversion dikes.  These dikes are built at the upslope perimeter of construction sites and should be built prior to soil disturbing activities and should be seeded or mulched immediately after being constructed. 
Only when soil is exposed to the natural elements does erosion occur.  Seeding and mulching exposed soil, can stabilize the soils and assist with controlling erosion from construction sites.

Installation of Hale Bay Dikes across slopes, at the base of a slope or along stream banks can act as short term sediment traps.
Limit silt and soil from leaving your construction site by using Silt Fence.  This temporary filter-cloth fencing can be used to catch sediment-laden run-off from small areas of disturbed soil.  This BMP may reduce the velocity of the run-off, thereby causing less erosion.  
EROSION











