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ORDINANCE NO. 05-04 
 

ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF COLUMBIA COUNTY, 
GEORGIA AMENDING CHAPTER 90 “ZONING,” ARTICLE IV, “SUPPLEMENTAL 

REQUIREMENTS,” SECTION 90-135 “SIGNS” SUBSECTION 7(A) TO ADD 
ADDITIONAL GENERAL SIGN OVERLAY DISTRICTS, SUBSECTION 7(C) TO 

AMEND THE SIGN OVERLAY DISTRICTS REGULATIONS TABLE, SUBSECTION 
10(A) TO REPEAL CERTAIN REGULATIONS FOR POLITICAL SIGNS AND 

SUBSECTION 10(J) TO AMEND THE REGULATIONS FOR FLYING OFFICIAL 
FLAGS OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF COLUMBIA COUNTY, GEORGIA; TO 

PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND TO REPEAL ANY CONFLICTING 
ORDINANCES 

 
 THIS ORDINANCE adopted by the Board of Commissioners of Columbia County, 
Georgia (the “Board”). 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board desires to amend Section 90-135 of Article IV of Chapter 90 
“Zoning” of the Code of Ordinances of Columbia County, Georgia (the “Chapter”) to add 
additional General Sign Overlay Districts, to amend the Sign Overlay District Provisions and the 
provisions pertaining to the display of political signs and official flags; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board, and it is hereby ordained by 
authority of same as follows: 
 
Section 1. Section 90-135(7)(a) of Article IV of Chapter 90 “Zoning” of the Code of Ordinances 
of Columbia County, Georgia is hereby amended by modifying the initial phrase of said 
subsection and subsection 90-135(7)(a)(2) is amended by adding thereto four new general sign 
overlay districts as set out in Exhibit A attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 
Section 2. The table establishing maximum sign face area, sign structure area and sign structure 
height permitted in each sign overlay district for the nonresidential zoning districts included in 
the table as part of Section 90-135(7)(c) of Article IV of Chapter 90 “Zoning” of the Code of 
Ordinances of Columbia County, Georgia is hereby amended by deleting said section and 
inserting in lieu thereof the provisions contained in Exhibit B attached hereto and made a part 
hereof. 
 
Section 3. Section 90-135(10)(a) and (j) of Article IV of Chapter 90 “Zoning” of the Code of 
Ordinances of Columbia County, Georgia is hereby amended by deleting the two subsections in 
their entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the provisions contained in Exhibit C attached hereto 
and made a part hereof, subsection (a) being amended to repeal certain regulations of political 
signs and subsection (j) being amended to modify the regulations for flying official flags. 
 
Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect upon its adoption. 
 
Section 5. If any term, requirement or provision of this ordinance or the application thereof to 
any person or circumstance shall, to any extent, be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of 
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this ordinance or the application of such terms, requirements and provisions to persons or 
circumstances other than those to which it is held invalid or unenforceable, shall not be affected 
thereby and each term, requirement or provision of this ordinance shall be valid and be enforced 
to the fullest extent permitted by law. 
 
Section 6. All ordinances or parts of ordinances previously adopted by the Board of 
Commissioners of Columbia County, Georgia which are in conflict with this ordinance are 
hereby repealed to the extent necessary to eliminate such conflict. 

 
This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 
 
 ADOPTED , 2005. 
 
 
 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
COLUMBIA COUNTY, GEORGIA 
 
 
 
By:  
Its Chairman 
 
 
 
 
Attest:  
Its Clerk                                                                                          

[COUNTY SEAL] 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

1. The introductory phrase to Section 90-135(7)(a) of the Code of Ordinances of Columbia 
County reading “Sign Overlay Districts.  There are created within the County the following four 
sign overlay districts” is deleted and there is inserted in lieu thereof the following:  “Sign 
Overlay Districts.  There are created within the County the following sign overlay districts:” 

2. The  following is added at the end of Section 90-135(7)(a)(2) of said Code: 

“v. Belair Road beginning at the northern edge of the ISO that includes all land 
within 660 feet of Interstate 20 and running north along Belair Road for a distance of 660 feet; 

vi. Belair Road beginning at the southern edge of the ISO that includes all land 
within 660 feet of Interstate 20 and running south along Belair Road for a distance of 660 feet; 

vii. Lewiston Road beginning at the northern edge of the ISO that includes all land 
within 660 feet of Interstate 20 and running north along Lewiston Road for a distance of 660 
feet; 

viii. Horizon South Parkway beginning at the southern edge of the ISO that includes 
all land within 660 feet of Interstate 20 and running south along Horizon South Parkway for a 
distance of 660 feet.” 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

c. Sign overlay district regulations.  The following table shows the maximum sign face area, 
sign structure area and sign structure height permitted in each sign overlay district for the 
nonresidential zoning districts: 

 
Sign Overlay District Regulations 

 
 

 C-1, S-1, P-1, PDD, PUD C-C, C-2, C-3, M-1, M-2 
 Sign Structure, Structure Sign Structure, Structure 
 Face* Area* Height** Face*Area* Height** 
 
 
ISO (interstate sign overlay) district       
 Freestanding, individual 100 175 30  200 300 45 
 Freestanding, within 660 feet  
 of interstate interchange 100 175 120  200 300 120 
 Freestanding, planned center 160 240 40  300 400 40 
 Wall sign 10% n/a n/a  12% n/a n/a 
  x wall    x wall 
 Maximum 500    600 
 
GSO (general sign overlay) district 
 Freestanding, individual 100 150 20***  250 300 40 
 Freestanding, planned center 160 240 30***  300 400 40 
 Wall sign 6%  n/a n/a  9% n/a n/a 
  x wall    x wall 
  Maximum 300    450 
 
CSO (community sign overlay) 
district 
 Freestanding, individual 40  60 15***  100 175 25 
 Freestanding, planned center 80  120 24  200 300 30 
 Wall sign 4%  n/a n/a  7% n/a n/a 
   x wall    x wall 
  Maximum 200    350 
 
Evans town center overlay 
district 
 Freestanding, individual 40  60 15***  60 110 20 
 Freestanding planned center 80  120 24  120 160 20 
 Wall sign 3%  n/a n/a  6% n/a n/a 
   x wall    x wall 
  Maximum 150    300 
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*In square feet.  See computations of sign area in subsection (1) of this section. 
**In feet. 
***Monument sign only. 
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EXHIBIT C 
 
 

 There is inserted as Section 90-135(10)(a) the following: 
 
 “a.  Political Signs. 
  Political signs are permitted in all zoning districts.” 
 
 
 There is inserted as Section 90-135(10)(j) the following: 
 
 “j. Official flags. 
 
  1. Official flags may be displayed on a lot as follows: 

i. The official flag of the United States of America or of the 
State of Georgia may be displayed on any lot.  If placed on a flagpole such 
flagpole shall not exceed the height limitation of the zoning district in 
which the flagpole is located.   

 
ii. No more than one official flag, excluding the official flag 

of the United States of America or of the State of Georgia, shall be 
displayed on any one lot by a person occupying said lot, and such official 
flag shall not exceed 32 square feet in area, or be located on a flagpole that 
exceeds the height limitation of the zoning district in which the flag is 
located. 

 
2. The official flag of the United Sates of America shall be flown in 
accordance with protocol established by the Congress of the United States, as 
applicable.” 
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CLERK'S CERTIFICATE 

 
I, Phebe Dent, Clerk of the Board of Commissioners of Columbia County, Georgia, (the 

"Board") DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing pages of typewritten matter constitute a 

true and correct copy of an Ordinance, adopted by the Board of Commissioners at a regular 

meeting of the Board of Commissioners duly held on ________________________, 2005 at 

6:30 p.m., open to the public and in which a quorum was present and acting throughout, and that 

the original of said Ordinance appears of record in the Ordinance Book of the Board and has 

been placed onto a CD Rom, which is in my custody and control.  It will also be microfilmed as 

part of the Board of Commissioners minutes. 

 
Given under my hand and seal of the Board, this ______ day of _______________, 2005. 

 
 
 

____________________________________ 
CLERK, BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OF COLUMBIA COUNTY, GEORGIA 

 
 


