[image: image1.emf]The Reed Creek Wetlands Park and Interpretive Center’s Educational Outreach Program provides guided tours, educational programs, self-guided visits, and environmental research opportunities. The park consists of 13 acres of wetland habitat, a board walk extending into the wetlands, an interpretive center, and a green-space buffer associated with Reed Creek. The park is an example of how an urban wetland should function: provide wildlife habitat, enhance water quality, and prevent flooding. The park also provides a wonderful environment to host educational programs. 
The Wetlands Park provides a field location for hands-on science programs for school aged students. The program is designed to help students learn scientific concepts, explore the habitats/wildlife of Georgia, and discover what it means to be a good steward of the environment. Scientific concepts include biodiversity, animal adaptations, habitat destruction, environmental monitoring, natural resource conservation, and navigation/mapping among others. The educational programs were developed to address Georgia science curriculum standards and may include live animals to demonstrate the biodiversity of local ecosystems. 
Students can either come to the Wetlands Park and Interpretive Center, or the Environmental Coordinator can come to your school. Educational modules may include slide presentations, a talk with live animals, a guided tour through the wetlands park, and field exploration/environmental sampling. The modules can be tailored to address specific subject matters, or you can choose from the topics, or variations of the topics, provided on page 2. 

Guided tours and educational presentations are currently being offered on Tuesdays, Fridays, and some Saturdays. Tours/presentations must be scheduled in advance, and if a tailored presentation is requested, please provide additional lead time to prepare the materials and supporting curriculum. Students attending the offered programs at the Wetlands Park will need to be accompanied by an adult. Also, photos taken during visits to the Wetlands Park may be used in publications, presentations, or on our website. If you are interested in having facility personnel participate in an event with a live animal presentation or exhibit, please make your request well in advance.
To request further information, or schedule a tour or presentation, contact Dr. Susan Dyer, Educational Coordinator, at (706) 210-4027 or sdyer@columbiacountyga.gov. If there is no answer at the facility number, you may call (706) 868-3349 for further assistance. 
Educational Modules
1. Wetland/Aquatic Life: Students learn about wetland environments, wildlife, and the techniques used to collect reptiles, amphibians and other organisms. Visitors to the park will collect and observe wildlife, learn what makes wetland species unique, and learn to identify various species based on keys and calls.
2. Aquatic Insects: Students learn about wetland environments and the techniques used in collecting aquatic insects and other macroinvertebrates. Visitors to the park will collect aquatic insects and learn how macroinvertebrates are used to assess water quality. Students will also identify various aquatic species using a dichotomous key.
3. Landforms, Habitats, and Wildlife of Georgia: Students learn about the different physiographic regions, the major habitats, and the diverse wildlife of Georgia. Visitors to the park will tour the wetlands and identify various species using binoculars, field guides, animal tracks, and animal traps. Students will construct their own foodweb based on the organisms discussed or observed. 
4. Plants and Plant Dispersal: Students learn about the different forms of plants, seed dispersal, and experiment with various seed designs. For visitors to the park, students also observe different plants and seeds within the park and the habitats represented, sample wetland plants that form the basis of the aquatic foodweb, and discuss the importance of plants and primary production. 
5. Watersheds: Students learn about watersheds and what affects the health of a watershed such as land use, erosion, and pollution. Students use a watershed model to see how contaminants can migrate through a watershed. Visitors to the park learn how wetland environments function within a watershed and observe the natural wetlands present at Reed Creek. Students can also conduct chemical/water quality sampling.  

6. Navigation and Mapping: Students learn the concepts of mapping and navigation. Visitors to the park use a compass in the field to find specific signs of wildlife and create a map depicting land features, topography, and various points of interest. 
Special Events

Be on the lookout for special events such as our Wetlands are Wonderful scavenger hunts. This and other activities will be scheduled throughout the year so check the Columbia County calendar or sign up for our Reed Creek e-newsletter. Also stop by at night and gear up for some moonlight fun. To enjoy your visit with nature's night, bring mosquito repellant and a flashlight. Listen for nature’s nighttime sounds and watch for nocturnal creatures, or bring your telescope and discover the nighttime sky. 
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