
WATER REPORT
Is  Columbia  County  water  rea l ly  sa fe ?  Why 
wonder ?  This  pas t  year  Columbia  County  

Water  Ut i l i ty  t e s ted  the  dr ink ing  water  over  
140 ,000 t imes  and i s  proud to  infor m our  

cus tomers  the i r  dr ink ing  water  meets  or  
exceeds  the  USEPA (Envi ronmenta l  Protec -
t ion  Agency)  and USEPD (Envi ronmenta l  

Protec t ion Div i s ion)  gu ide l ines .  
This  repor t  includes  data  on the  qua l i ty  of  
your  dr ink ing  water  f rom Januar y  1 ,  2023 
through December  31 ,  2023.  Other  topics  
covered  in  th i s  repor t  include  source  water  
infor mat ion ,  numer ica l  va lues  of  detec ted  
fin i shed water  qua l i ty  parameter s ,  hea l th  

fac t s ,  and te r m defin i t ions .

HEALTH FACTS
For  hea l th  reasons ,  the  EPA has  prescr ibed re gu la t ions  that  l imi t  the  amount  of  ce r ta in  contaminants  in  water  prov ided by  publ ic  

water  sys tems .  The  Food and Dr ug Admini s t ra t ion  re gu la t ions  e s tabl i sh  l imi t s  for  contaminants  in  bot t l ed  water  that  must  prov ide  
the  same protec t ion for  publ i c  hea l th .  Dr ink ing  water,  including  bot t l ed  water,  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  conta in  a t  l eas t  

smal l  amounts  of  some contaminants .  The  presence  of  contaminants  does  not  necessar i ly  ind ica te  that  the  water  poses  a  hea l th  
r i sk .  More  infor mat ion about  contaminants  and potent ia l  hea l th  e f fec t s  can  be  obta ined by  ca l l ing  the  EPA’s  Safe  Dr inking  Water  

Hot l ine  (1-800-426-4791) .
Some people  may be  more  vu lnerable  to  contaminants  in  dr ink ing  water  than the  genera l  popula t ion .  Immuno-compromised persons  

such as  persons  wi th  cancer  undergoing  chemotherapy,  per sons  who have  undergone  organ t ransp lants ,  people  wi th  HIV/AIDS or  
other  immune sys tem di sorders ,  some e lderly,  and infants  can  be  par t i cu la r ly  a t  r i sk  f rom infec t ions .  These  people  should  seek  
adv ice  about  dr ink ing  water  f rom the i r  hea l th  care  prov iders .  EPA/CDC guide l ines  on appropr ia te  means  to  l e s sen  the  r i sk  of  

infec t ion by  Cr yptospor id ium and other  microbia l  contaminants  a re  ava i l able  f rom the  Safe  Dr inking  Water  Hot l ine  
(1-800-426-4791) .

 

WATER SOURCES
The sources  of  dr ink ing  water  (both  tap  and bot t l ed)  include  r ive r s ,  
l akes ,  s t reams ,  ponds ,  re se r vo i r s ,  spr ings ,  and we l l s .  As  water  t rave l s  

over  the  sur face  of  the  l and or  through the  g round ,  i t  d i s so lves  
natura l ly  occur r ing  minera l s  and ,  in  some cases ,  r ad ioact ive  mater i a l .  
I t  can  a l so  p ick  up substances  re su l t ing  f rom the  presence  of  an imal s  
or  f rom human ac t iv i ty.  Columbia  County  cur rent ly  wi thdraws  up to  
45 ,000,000 ga l lons  a  day  of  sur face  water  f rom the  Savannah River  
to  the  J im Blanchard  Sr.  Water  Treatment  Fac i l i ty  on Point  Comfor t  

Road .  An addi t iona l  8 ,000 ,000 ga l lons  of  sur face  water  could  be  
wi thdrawn f rom the  Clarks  Hi l l  Reser vo i r  and t rea ted  a t  the  Clarks  

Hi l l  Water  Treatment  Fac i l i ty  on Highway 221.  Combined ,  the  Water  
Ut i l i ty  i s  able  to  t rea t  up to  53 ,000,000 ga l lons  a  day  to  he lp  meet  

the  needs  of  our  cus tomers .  
SOURCE WATER ASSESSMENT

Columbia  County  Water  Ut i l i ty  comple ted  a  Source  Water  Asses sment  
s tudy  in  Apr i l  of  2002.  This  a s ses sment  ident i fi e s  potent ia l  po l lu tant  

sources  that  could  contaminate  the  water  supply.  In  the  ranking  of  
High ,  Medium,  and Low for  potent ia l  po l lu tants ,  our  water  supply  

was  ranked Low at  both  the  J im Blanchard  Water  Treatment  P lant  and 
the  Clarks  Hi l l  Water  Treatment  P lant .  This  a s ses sment  i s  ava i l able  to  
the  publ ic .  I f  you would  l ike  to  rev iew or  purchase  a  copy,  p lease  ca l l  

(706)  863-6928 dur ing  nor mal  bus iness  hours .

 

LEAD IN DRINKING WATER
If  present ,  e l eva ted  l eve l s  of  l ead  can  cause  se r ious  
hea l th  problems ,  e spec ia l ly  for  pregnant  women and 
young ch i ldren .  Lead in  dr ink ing  water  i s  pr imar i ly  

f rom mater i a l s  and components  a s soc ia ted  wi th  se r v ice  
l ines  and home p lumbing.  Columbia  County  Water  

Ut i l i ty  i s  re spons ible  for  prov id ing  h igh  qua l i ty  dr ink-
ing  water,  but  cannot  contro l  the  var i e ty  of  mater i a l s  
used  in  p lumbing  components .  When your  water  has  
been  s i t t ing  for  severa l  hours ,  you can  min imize  the  

potent ia l  for  l ead  exposure  by  f lush ing  your  tap  for  30 
seconds  to  2  minutes  before  us ing  water  for  dr ink ing  or  
cooking.  I f  you are  concer ned about  l ead  in  your  water,  
you may wish  to  have  your  water  t e s ted .  Infor mat ion on 
l ead  in  dr ink ing  water,  t e s t ing  methods ,  and s teps  you 

can  take  to  min imize  exposure  i s  ava i l able  f rom the  Safe  
Dr inking  Water  Hot l ine  or  a t  h t tp ://www.epa .gov/safe -

water/lead .

CONTAMINANTS THAT MAY BE 
PRESENT IN SOURCE WATER 
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

□       Microbia l  contaminants  (e .g. ,  v i r uses  
and bacte r i a )  that  may  come f rom sewage  
t rea tment  p lants ,  s ept ic  sys tems ,  ag r i cu l -
tura l  l ive s tock  opera t ions ,  and wi ld- l i fe ;
□       Inorgan ic  contaminants  (e .g. ,  s a l t s  

and meta l s )  which  can  be  natura l ly  occur -
r ing  or  re su l t  f rom urban s tor m r un-of f ,  

indust r i a l  or  domest ic  was te  d i scharges ,  o i l  
and gas  product ion ,  min ing ,  or  fa r ming ;
□       Pes t i c ides  and herb ic ides  which  may 

come f rom a  var i e ty  of  sources  such as  
ag r icu l ture ,  urban s tor m water  r un-of f ,  

and res ident ia l  uses ;
□       Organic  chemica l  contaminants  

including  synthet i c  and vo la t i l e  organ ic  
chemica l s  which  a re  by-products  of  indus-
t r i a l  processes ,  pe t ro leum product ion and 

can  a l so  come f rom gas  s ta t ions ,  urban 
s tor m water  r un-of f ,  and sept ic  sys tems ;
□       Radioact ive  contaminants  which  can  
be  natura l ly  occur r ing  or  be  the  re su l t  of  
o i l  and gas  product ion and min ing  ac t iv i -

t i e s .

Unleashing Knowledge,
One drop at a time!

2023 Water Quality Report
Columbia County Water Utility
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